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Trust Montana is a recently incorporated Montana nonprofit created to support land stewardship ac-
tivities in the state.  It will also be available, where other groups are not, to hold and steward selected lands in 
perpetuity for a variety of vital community needs, whether they be housing, conservation, historic preservation 
or agriculture (or synergistic combinations of two or more of the above).  

The Steering Committee of Trust Montana, operating with the assistance of the NMCDC, has taken inspiration 
from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, the national Community Land Trust movement, the nation-
al Conservation Fund, the Equity (Farmland) Trust, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation, all which 
honor an ethic of making appropriate lands or properties shared community assets, permanently accessible to 
people of all income levels or permanently reserved for the environmental health of all living creatures.  
  
The Trust Montana Steering Committee believes that multiple land conservation gorups working together will 
attract national interest from funders and become a politically significant voice for land stewardship with our 
State Legislature.  We are now reaching out to develop coalitions of mutual support among housing, conser-
vation, farming, and historic preservation groups in order to better and more holistically protect and preserve 
Montana’s unique natural, cultural, agricultural and historic landscapes, communities and properties for the long 
lasting health and benefit of all Montanans.

Trust Montana is now recruiting in four membership categories.  Each class of membership will elect four rep-
resentatives to the board of directors. 

If you are interested in becoming a charter member of the Trust, the following fee schedule applies:

Nonprofits and Foundations -- $100
Existing conservation, agriculture or other trusts -- $5 per parcel ($25 min.) 
Existing Community Housing Land Trusts -- $5 per home ($25 min.)
Individual Members -- $25
Governmental Members -- $100
Stakeholder Member -- $25
Businesses -- $150 

 Yes, I want to become a member of Trust Montana. 

Enclosed is my membership fee of  
 

$____________________________ for_____________________________________(member type) 

 

Name:_______________________  Address:_____________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________ Email:______________________________________________   

 
I’m interested in serving on the board: Yes__________     No __________ 
 

Something New Under The Big Sky
by the Trust Montana Steerting Committee
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The NMCDC is looking for volunteers, tools and vehicles on SATURDY AUGUST 6, 2011 to help remove the 
cedar shake shingles on the roof of the NMCDC offices located at 819 Stoddard. The roof, which began to leak 
in April, is in dire need of replacement. The Missoula Housing Authority will re-roof the office once it is ready. 
The NMCDC needs the following:

•	 Able-bodied individuals who are willing to spend time on a single-story roof removing material.
•	 Able-bodied individuals who are willing to spend time on the ground clearing and picking up debris.
•	 A truck or trucks (preferably a dump truck) to carry material to the landfill.
•	 Hammers, shingle removal shovels, roofing bars for nail removal, wheelbarrows, tarps and gloves.

The NMCDC will provide steaks and refreshments of all kinds for all volunteers at the end of the day to cel-
ebrate the completion of a job well done and to thank our volunteers.  Please RSVP to Jerry at 829-8414.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ON AUGUST 6TH, 2011
HELP THE NMCDC!

Big Thanks to Allied Waste For The Donation Of Tipping Fees! 



The wisdom of rats
Excerpted from “Contested Ground,” by Charles Bowden, which appeared in the November/December 2009 
issue of Orion. 

As a child, I could not color within the lines. Nor interest myself in children’s books. I also had trouble with 
categories, and this I have never outgrown. I have trouble understanding the concept of eras, I question the line 
in our culture that separates organic and inorganic, I talk to trees but also speak to rocks, I distrust chunks of 
meaning called the Ancient World, the Dark Ages, the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Age of Enlightenment, 
the American Century. I falter around words like progress.

Time has also been a problem since I cannot keep the past in the past, cannot believe the present is pure and 
freestanding, and think the future is simply a place we imagine.

I cannot really fathom hierarchies and so I believe in evolution as a fact but not as a meaning. I understand that 
the man is more complex than the pigeon but I do not feel this fact nor really believe it. My first crayon drawing 
was of a worm thinking of a man.

I am certain there can be no comprehension of the present without the past, just as I am certain the past is not 
past. And there can be no comprehension of the present without all the tribes, human, animal, floral, and stones, 
river and dry wash, at the table taking part in the talk.

Nor do the disciplines convince me. Science cannot be kept safe from poetry, the cyclotron must deal with St. 
Francis and his Little Flowers, and the wolf cannot escape the force of the lupines blue with spring. I also be-
lieve in the wisdom of microorganisms. Scholars of dung heaps command my attention….

13

 The wisdom of rats



Dates
June 13th-August 26th

Monday-Friday from 2pm-5pm
Kids activities and snacks included! 

All at 1500 Burns Street.

How to register
Get a form from the Community Center or go to the website, 

www.bgcmissoula.org to
download the registration form, fill it out and return it to the 

Boys & Girls Club within 1
week of the first day you come to club. Don’t Forget, this day camp is 

absolutely FREE!
This program is provided through a partnership between the 

North-Missoula Community Development Corporation, the Missoula Food 
Bank, and Boys and Girls Club.

Special thanks to the Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation 

FREE Boys and Girls Club Day Camp at 
the Burns Street Community Center!

The NMCDC has 
roughly 4,000 

square feet of 
warehouse space for 

lease at 1500 Burns Street. Lease 
out any amount of space in this 
newly remodeled warehouse. It is 
suitable for a wide variety of uses. 
Located in the same building as the 
Missoula Community Food
 Cooperative. 
Call and find out if this space is 
right for you. Jerry 829-8414.

WAREHOUSE 
SPACE FOR 

LEASE
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